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Inner city Detroit highlights the incubator capacity problem
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MINORITIES MAKE UP:

BUT ONLY:

36%
OF THE U.S. 
POPULATION

(1,237) OF DETROIT’S  
MINORITY-OWNED FIRMS ARE 
LOCATED IN THE INNER CITY

86%

INCUBATOR

 

 

In 2010,  
less than

1%
were minority- 

owned

We estimate  
the incubators  

can support

140
ENTREPRENEURS 

THE LACK OF INCUBATORS 
constrains minority  
entrepreneurial growth

That’s only

11%
OF DETROIT’S  
INNER CITY  

MINORITY-OWNED  
FIRMS

BUSINESS  
EDUCATION

CAPITAL

NETWORKING

18%

Incubators help solve the  
primary challenges minority  
entrepreneurs face

35
FIRMS

are supported  
in 1 incubator  

on average

Inner City in Focus 2016.1. ICIC, May 2016. Note: Minority-owned firm count includes firms with paid employees. Sources: Amezcua, A. S. (2010). Boon or boondoggle? Business incubation as entrepreneurship policy  
(Doctoral dissertation). Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY.; Fairlee, R. W., & Robb, A. M. (2008). Race and entrepreneurial success: Black-, Asian- and  White-owned businesses in the United States. Cambridge, MA: The MIT 
Press.; Knopp, Linda. (2012). NBIA Research Series: 2012 state of the business incubation industry. National Business Incubation Association.; 2012 Survey of Business Owners; 2007-2011 American Community Survey.

DETROIT  
has 4 incubators  

in the inner city

OF U.S. FIRMS ARE 
MINORITY-OWNED


