
INDUSTRIAL JOBS OFFER LIVING WAGES,  
NOT JUST MINIMUM WAGES
Boston’s industrial growth strategy gets it right and creates well-paying 
jobs in the inner city.

Industrial workers earn more:

What jobs are in the  
industrial sector?

Why is the industrial sector important to 
U.S. inner cities?
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INDUSTRIAL 

MEDIAN WAGE

$21.50/hr 
$45k/year 

CONSTRUCTION TRANSPORT

WHOLESALE MANUFACTURING

CREATES 
2.6 MILLION 
INNER CITY 
JOBS

SUPPORTS 
JOBS IN 
CONSUMER- 
BASED 
INDUSTRIES

CREATES LIVING WAGE 
JOBS IN INNER CITIES

CREATES ACCESSIBLE JOBS WITH LOW 
EDUCATION BARRIERS. 65% OF INDUSTRIAL 
JOBS DO NOT REQUIRE A COLLEGE DEGREE

How big is the industrial  
sector in Boston?

NEWMARKET SQUARE IS INNER 
CITY BOSTON’S INDUSTRIAL HUB 

j  Specializes in food manufacturing 
and food wholesale

j  Accounts for 2,700 industrial jobs 

j  Home to 42% of inner city  
Boston’s industrial jobs

35,000 JOBS IN BOSTON 

6,400 JOBS IN INNER  

CITY BOSTON 

Where are  
industrial jobs in Boston?

NEWMARKET 
SQUARE,  
DORCHESTER, MA

WAGES IN BOSTON

NEWMARKET SQUARE  
SUPPLIES BOSTON’S: 

@icicorg   #icinfocus
Inner City in Focus 2014.2. ICIC, March 2014. ICIC’s SICE Database; ACS 2007-2011; Census Zip Business Patterns, 2011; 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Data, 2012; ICIC Analysis; Annual salary estimates are for full-time positions.

U.S.  
MINIMUM WAGE

$7.25/hr 
$15k/year 

U.S. RETAIL 
MEDIAN WAGE

$15.50/hr 
$32k/year 

25 
MILLION 

INDUSTRIAL 
JOBS

112 
MILLION 

JOBS 
TOTAL

Minimum hourly wage 
$17k/year$8

Retail median hourly wage  
$37k/year

$17.50

Industrial median hourly wage  
$51k/year

$24.50

102 
hotels

28 
hospitals

25 
universities

2,107 
restaurants  

and bars


